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Brin THEATRE: A Poem. 


ON lordly Pile, the City's Pride, ſurvey ; 4 l 
Y Its ſov'reign Calls what brilliant Throngs obey ! | 1 
What ſprightly Steeds, on rattling Pavements, bound; 1 

And thund' ring Coaches ſhake the Streets around! ky 
So Rome imperial ſaw her Sons and Dames ö | 


Drive, in fierce Tempeſts, to Circenflan Games. 
They flew to drown, in that tranſporting Hovit, 
The Pangs deſcending from deſpotic Pow'r. 
Theſe, bleſt with Freedom, what Incentive draus? 
Alike the Concourſe, but unlike the Cauſc pt 

The PLay calls forth: To-mectits wilk'd Return, 
All Duties drop, and worthier Cares adjourn. 
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Thrice weekly claim'd, its Tribute's punctual paid, 
Tho' juſt Demands in Commerce lie delay'd. 


80 Debts of Honour, far from Honour true, 

Soon gain their Caſh, tho' Labours loſe their Due. 
Proud Vice, enrich'd, in Pomp exulting glares ; 
And, lighted, drudging Probity deſpairs. 

Such croſs unequal Diſtribution reigns ; 

The World's great Tyrant, Cuſtom, thus ordains: 
A while permitted] From this Tyrant's Pride 

All will be ſnatch'd, and Wrongs be rectifyd. 
Pow'r, Wiſdom, Juſtice pierce all Nature 1 
For all reſery' d the Retributions due. 

But can none ſtop this Torrent ? Muſt it drown 
Both Wealth and Worth, and bear Oppoſers down ? 
Muſt what kind Heav'n, for Acts of Goodneſs lent, 
Sink in theatric Vanities; miſpent? | I'S | 
Muſt heav'n-born Minds reſign their deſtin' F Sphere, 
And, F olly's Victims, hide their Talents here? 
Then let us trace the Conſequence, intent 


This Flood by timely Warning: to prevents 3 


5 


Or, if all Efforts ſhall in vain oppoſe, 
To ſtand acquitted when the Deluge flows. 

Lo! Sons of Trade from Paths of Profit ſtray, 
Charm'd with the Pleaſures of th' attracting PLav, 
What will thoſe Sons but Paſſion's Slaves commence, 
Unhing'd from Buſineſs, headlong in Expence ? 

On riſing Youth Profuſion's Floods will preſs, 
Plunge them in Vice, and whelm them in Diſtreſs; 
Blind to the laſt, while floating in the firſt; 

And ever craving with unſated Thirſt. 
Licentious Revels! blending Night and Day, 

Till Truth, and Trade, and Induſtry decay; 

Till laviſh Waſte ſhall feel its galling Loads, 

And bold Advent'rers rob the public Roads; 

Till for more Gueſts our Goal expand its Gate, 

To croud its Cells, and clamour through its Grate; 
While hungry, helpleſs, Families implore 

The falling Crumbs from Acors' plenteous Store, 


Who reap, triumphant, midſt the People's Woess, ; 


A golden Harveſt from their Sounds and Shows. 


L 2 
Ve prime Patricians, high in Honours rais'd, 

With Pow'r inveſted, and for Juſtice prais d, 
From new Foundations bid new Beauties riſe, 
But fave from Harms that lure us in Diſguiſe. 
Be thus your Stations with our Streets improv'd, 
Your Days unclouded, and your Deeds belov'd ; 
Each worthieſt Aim your conſcious. Joy prepare, 
And future Ages bleſs your timely Care. 
80 your Forefathers (tempted once like you, 
Unfoil d, unmov'd) with Honour we review. 
They ſaw a PLAY-HOUSE riſe in recent Pride; 
They ſaw, reluctant; and its Uſe deny d. 

High on Auguftine's-Back the F abric rais'd' 
A ſtately Front, and Crowds. admiring gaz'd. 
Yet as your Sires in Virtue's Cauſe combin d, 


The Dome ſtand guiltleſs of the Scenes deſign d- 


All Arts to win the wiſſid Indulgence fail; 


The public Good, prepond rant, turn d the Scale. 


Far happier: Guardians to th entruſted State 
Than had they yielded to the gilded Bait! 


This 
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This noble Stand their Mem'ries will adorn, 
And reap the Praiſe of Numbers yet unborn. 
May you, alike, repel th' illegal Bane, 


Alike unmov'd, our wholeſome Laws maintain: 


To Rectitude her Sceptre to reſtore, 
Out- do whate'er your Fathers did before. 

And ye, Plebeians, fly the ſubtil Snare, 

This promis d Feaſt, this ſham Relief of Care. 
Scape the Deluſion which the dr acx inſtills, 

A Feaſt that poiſons, a Relief that kills. 

Pain, thus deceiv'd, like Gangrenes plaiſter d o er, 
Sleeps for a Moment, but to ſuffer more. 
Better to bear for future Good, than ſhun - 

By Means pernicious, and to fall undone ; 

To riſe to Bliſs, from previous Pain releas'd, 

Than ruſh to Ruin from th' enticing Feaſt. 

If Virtue's Brafts its tuneful Trumpet ſound, 
The World unfolded, and with Pleaſures crown'd, 
Say, ſhall our Haſte, to hazard all that's dear, 
Climb up to pluck the noxious Pleaſures here, 
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The Virtues a from this tainted Root, 

The fatal Knowledge from forbidden Fruit ? 

Oh | let us rather, than this Peril try, 

Still live untutor'd, and untainted die: 
Who well attend celeſtial Reaſon's Voice, 

The beſt Fruitions crown their wiſeſt Choice, 

Which on the Juſt, alike or High or Low, 

Thro' boundleſs Space and endleſs Ages flow. 
Why roam we then meer Phantoms to poſſeſs, 

Or ſell a Birtb-rigbi for a Moment's Meſs? 

Look o'er Creation thto' the World below ; 

What varying Pleaſures in this Garden grow | 

Joys which fair Virtue's genuine Graces wear! 

All Seaſons waft 'em, and all Places bear. 

Ev'n its Delights intrinſic Goodneſs taſtes, 

In hoary Winters, and in dreary Waſtes, | 

Look from its Heights on Britains favour'd Iſle; 

How fair its Landſcapes ! How the Vallies ſmile! 

No prowling Wolves, no brindled Leopards here, 
No roaring Lion ſhocks with ſudden Fear, 
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No Broods ferocious of the fiery Zone; 
What here alarms is impious Man alone. 
Of rich Delights tho' copious is our Share, 
Yet Life's great Buſineſs claims the foremoſt Care; 
Th important Taſk our Days aright to ſpend, 
Improve our Talents, and our Minds amend. 
 Yevig'rous Youths, whoſe Wealth and Spirits flow, 
Shun the ſhort Bliſs that lands in endleſs Woe; 
No Sons degen rate, ſtain d with Vice, diſgrace 
The fading Series of a virtuous Race: 
No high born Vouths, whom lawleſs Pleaſure fires, 
Vield mournful Contraſts to their worthy Sircs, 
Whoſe early Prudence and whoſe glorious End 
The tranſient Eclat of the Gay tranſcend. | 
Midſt various Wants, their feeling Hearts, around, 
A ſpacious Field for generous Actions found: 
But Sons, diffolv'd in vitious Pleaſures, loſe 
All tender Feelings of their Fellows' Woes. 
All noble Views, all Excellence refin'd 
Dies in the Soul to ſelfiſh Luſts reſign d; 
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47'S 
All that from Heav'n its Approbation draws; 
And human Voice reſounds with juſt Applauſe. 
Ye Fair, ſtill chuſe the ſafe, the ſpotleſs, Way; 

Repulſe the Courtſhips of the flatt'ring Play; 

So prone t'enchant from right Purſuits to wrong; 
With Strains inſidious as the Syren's Song. 

To ſhine in Virtue's link'd- with Beauty's Charms, 
Avoid th' Infection, and avert its Harms. 

Seek ſolid. Joy, ta wanton Vice unknown; 

And ſurer Honour tham Ambition's Throne: 

Ah! they, unwiſe, from Peace immortal err 
Who vain Parade to Piety prefer ; 2 

Who, fince that Flame their flutt ring Hearts invades, 
With Actors traffic in the worſt of Trades. 

Ye Sires and Matrons, whioſe revolving Day, 

Paſt Life's Meridian, ſhoots a fainter Ray, 

Exert your Labours while your Lives remain; 
Help where ye can, and ſtealing Harms reſtrain. 
Act and adviſe all Good. The beſt Renown, 
And Joys unfading, will this Conduct crown. 
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Now view the Hana in impartial Lines, 
The Depth and Danger of their dark Deſigns; 

The dire Effects of Genius, which eflays 
The Seeds of Sin and Anarchy to raiſe. 

So fair at firſt, ſuch Charity profeſt! 
They yield a Bribe to ſuccour the Diſtreſt. 


A noble Prelate * ſcorn'd ſuch offer'd Aid, 
Repell'd the Vagrants, and the Sum repaid. 
| B 2 Oh! 


* In the Account of the Worceſter Infirmary, from the iſt of Au- 
guſt, 1751, to the 1ſt of Auguſt, 1752, is the following remarkable 

aragraph, viz. 

« A Company of Comedians in Worceſter having appropriated the 
Profits „ Y Benefit Night to the Uſe of the Infirmary, this Offer 
* (tho' generous in them) was refus'd by the Governors at the Quarter- 
« ly-Meecting, as not thinking proper that this Inſtitution ſhould in any 
% Degree be ſupported by Benefactions, which aroſe from a direct and 
ws _ Violation of the Laws. At the ſame Time his Lordſhip * (that 
the Charity might not ſuffer in the leaſt by ſuch Refuſal) very gene- 


e rouſly paid down the Sum collected by the Players out of his own 
Pocket.“ | 


The then Biſhop of Worceſter. 
See S. FARLEY's Briſtol Journal, dated Saturday, June 28, 1766. 


In like Manner have our Players had Recourſe to their wonted Policy, 
in N initial Bribe to our Infirmary. We have as yet found 
none (like the worthy Biſhop of Worceſter) animated with a juſt Diſ- 
dain, to repay them their Bribe, or Sum given to purchaſe a Connivance 
3 their Breach of Laws, and a Liberty to ſeduce the riſing Youth of 

e City. | 

In the ſaid Journal are inſerted ſome Clauſes of an. Act of Parliament 
paſſed in the 1oth Year of Geo. II. Chap. 28, againſt Plays and Players. 
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Oh! while thy Flood, majeſtic Severn, laves 
The verdant Meads, or meets with Ocean's Waves, 
May farther ſtill, extended with thy Name, 
Thy two. beſt Cities bear united Fame; 
Both which with Chiefs illuſtrious once were bleſt, 
Both which the Schemes of Actors have ſuppreſt, 
In brighter Days, ere weak'ned Worth, aſſail'd, 
Gave back its Conqueſts, and the STacz prevail'd. 
Fd Where: 


2 Alfo fome Lines addreſod to the Printer, amongſt which are the fol- 
win 

he Biimple of Pa an. n Antiqu ity ſhould have no. Weight with pi- 
*« ous Chriſtians. ey — 1 ſo far from approving the Con- 
© duct of * in phe. Encouragement of theatrical Repreſents- 
tions, that they have in general condemned them, as injurious to the 
« Virtue and Happinefs of Mankind. — It ſeems highly improbable that 
© the World thout be grown more ignorant ſince the Publication of the 
% Goſpel, than it was before, when it was covered with Pagan Dark- 
« neſs: Chriſtianity was deſigned, and hath a natural Tendeney to pro- 
« duce contrary Effects — pious and learned Chriſtians have oppoſed theſe 
* Diverſions from a rational Conviction of their pernicious. Tendency— 
« their fatal Influence on the Morals of Society.— It is not denied that 
© ſome good Sentiments are found in · ſeveral theatrical Pieces; but theſe 
„vill not compenſate for the falſe Notions. of Life, the Impurity, 
Falſehood and Impiety which they contain. There are very few, it is 
to be feared, in which the third Commandment is not violated: And 
« it is not in the leaſt improbable that the Peruſal and Exhibition of them 
« hath contributed — to the Prewflence of that profane Mention, 
in a trifling Manner, of the awful Name of the ſupreme Being, which 
4. diſgraces this Chriſtian * 
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Where other Iſles the mighty Main ſurrounds, 
Where other Ports their THEATRE confounds; 
May this Renown their Imitation cheer, 
And wake ſuch Wiſdom, link'd with Goodneſs, there. 
Far other Views, yet nearer, uncontroul'd, 
Now ſhift the Scene, their Progreſs to behold. 

* Tho' cautious Craft at fir the Pavers guide, 
They fling, when fix'd, th' enſnaring Maſk aſide. 
In their own: Colours, unabaſh'd and bare; 

They ſmartly ſeaſon their dramatic Ware, 
To raiſe the Laugh; regale with ſportful Tone 
The Taſte, corrupt, that tallies with their own; 
Their Jeſts obſcene and Ribaldry diffuſe, 
Deride Religion, and its Friends abuſe; 
Fire each rude Paſſion (check'd each uſeful Care). 
T'inſult the Modeſt, and aſſault the Fair; | 
Promote Intrigues,. and puſh: the bold Deſign, 
To break thro' Laws, both human and divine; 
Make all but Trifles, as when Infants play, 
And laugh and reaſon. Sin and Shame away; 

* See Bedford, Collier, Law, &c. againſt Stage-plays. 
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Ev'n tho ſad Ruin be by Wiles convey'd 
To unſuſpecting Innocence betray'd. 
80 Wile's amphibious Crocodiles decoy, 
And, ſoftly ſoothing, Sycophants deftroy. 
Who ſee their Trap, with Sequels which it draws, 


Its Dupes commiſ” rate, and commend the Laws. 
How will Domeſtics quit all due Regard | 

How the new *Prentice prove untimely mar'd| 
How Rakes in ſhameleſs Inſolence ally d, 

And Stews and Strumpets roundly multiply'd! 
Of Birds unclean how many a hateful Cage 
The Dregs and Rubbiſh of the baneful Stage | 
What wild Diſorders! what diſcordant Jar 

Will rouſe the Tumults of inteſtine War | 


What num'rous Tlls, too tedious, too profound, 


For Wit to fathom, or for Tongue to ſound! 
This faithful Sketch no Gall of Malice brings ; 
' Miſrepreſenting neither Men nor Things : 
But honeſt Truth, to every Object due, 
Muſt each delineate in its proper Hue. 


33 
If Force and Fraud o'erflow, without the STacz, 
If vile Debauclies of an iron Age; 
How muſt their ampler Meaſures be deriv'd 
From this old Satan's Synagogue reviv'd | 
Shall we then tamely view th' invading Foe? 

Yield unreſiſting, or our Aid beſtow ;, 
The Flood-gates wide for ruſhing Vice-unbar'd, , 
Connive, abett, encourage, or reward; 1 
Nor that omniſcient juſt Tribunal fear, 
At which both Men and Manners will appear? 
Ye Teachers, Rulers, join, with Ardour fraught, 
In beſt Examples to the Rul'd and T; augbt. 
Too few ſuch Chiefs, as here once govern'd, ſhine; 
Or mitred Prelates as, Vorceſtria, thine; 
Who could this Nuſance, which unbounded flows, 
In proper Seaſon, with Succeſs, oppoſe! 
All ſhou'd unite. to ſtop the. Peſt impure; 
Too late when ruin'd—then to ſeek the Cure! 
Since diff ring Lives to diff ring Exit ſteer, | 
Oh! fly the wrong, and to the right adhere. . 
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: H E Author would rather have choſen to 


peoaubliſb his Sentiments on this important Sub- 


1 1 Jett in Plain Proſe; but for this fingle Reafor, 


that many fooner peruſe Sentiments conveyed i in Po- 
5 .etry, and longer retain them. 
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